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- Beyond the Bottleneck: C:__1 e
~ Navigating the New Collegiate

-~ Wrestling Landscape

Why the NCWA is the strategic choice for the modern student-athlete.
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The Surging PIpElII‘IE

I—) 374,278 Total High
School Wrestlers
(Record high for 2024-25).

300,214 Boys
(Mo. 8 most popular sport).

74,064 Girls
(A historic record).

The Shrinking Target

L) Only ~80 expected fullﬁ_.r
funded MCAA Division 1
programs.

The Bottleneck

Traditional NCAA/NAIA
collegiate rosters can
only absorb a fraction of
graduating talent.

The sport is growing at record rates, but traditional varsity infrastructure
iIs mathematically incapable of supporting the talent pipeline.
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The New D1 Math: Why ‘More Scholarships’ Means Fewer Opportunities.

9.9 Equivalency Era The 30-Man Roster Cap

The lllusion: The “House” settlement allows D1 schools to offer The Reality Check: This expansion is tied to a strict 30-man
up to 30 full scholarships, appearing to expand funding. roster cap. Zero walk-ons. Zero developmental spots.

The new maodel creates a “Top-30 or go home” system. With only ~2,400 funded D1

spots available nationwide, thousands of elite competitors are left without a mat.
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The Release Valve:
The Fastest-Growing
Collegiate Organization
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Key Metrics t

150-170+ member institutions

across the U.S. and Canada | F 5

94 men's teams represented . |
at the most recent championship | |

A

173 student-athletes
competing at Nationals
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Explosive Growth: 11 Core_Phllosophy “Not a fallback.

Added 9 new men'sand 12new | | Opgu_rtunlty over _exclusmty. ) ic d : :

women's programs for the e B Legltlmlate, samt:_ttl_uned_th t <. A strategic estlnﬂtlon
| | national competition withou 0

Llas=2D scasol - arbitrary roster caps. for the 99.9%.
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The Collegiate Landscape Matrix

NCAA D1

NCAA D3

0
(Institutional/Club/
Academic funding)

Guaranteed Spot /
Zero-Cut Culture

Balanced /
Academic-First

Max Athletic Up to 30 Sl ~8
Scholarships (rarely fully funded) (Nee nﬂnfﬁ s equivalents
Roster Cut-throat -
Security 30-man cap Secure Competitive
X
Time Extreme / . .
Commitment Year-round el High
Sl Iﬂ;?:rfélri Degree Focus

Value




— Roster Reality vs. Scholarship Reality
Guaranteed Academic Mental
Mat Time reedum Health
— = —
NCAA D1 Focus: NCWA Focus:
You chase the scholarship, but risk You forego direct athletic aid (relying
S being cut due to rigid caps or instead on academic or need-based aid, =~
becoming a permanent practice dummy | identical to D3), but gain immediate,
buried behind entrenched starters. guaranteed live-match experience and

competitive development from Day One.
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Competing at the major varsity level demandsa |

E SGCa p i n g At h I Et i C B urno Ut professionalized, 30-hour-a-week commitment :

that frequently clashes with rigorous majors.
=

The Varsity Grind The NCWA Athlete
Class/Sleep . _ , \ g-Hm_lr -
,» g, "ractices SN High-Level
10 Rest & Practice
3 Recovery
Forced | =9
Study Halls ': 8
\- Leadershlp Complex
~ Mandatory Academic Labs

Lifts (Engineering/Pre-Med)

The NCWA Advantage:

NCWA programs utilize club-funded agility to respect the “student” in student-athlete, -
allowing wrestlers to pursue demanding, high-ROI academic tracks without sacrificing their sport. ﬂ
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PLAN

[Logistics)

BUDGET

[(Fundraising)

LEAD
(Culture)
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The E:u"ncﬂept The Output The Pc_:st-Erad ROI

' COMPETE
- [Wrestling)
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Unlike D1 athletes who have every Athletes take ownership of travel This structure builds tangible, real-world
detail managed by staff, NCWA logistics, budget management, peer management and organizational skills,

programs are largely entrepreneurial recruiting, and team culture. B OVGGDERMESSVCERNEREERIT RS
and student-led. | ' graduation job interviews over traditional

varsity athletes.
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The 235 1b The Ultimate Unmatched
Weight Class Incubator Scale & Access

Bridges the massive, dangerous
physical gap between 197 Ibs and
Heavyweight (285 Ibs), creating a
healthier environment for varying

body types.

Serves as a vital launchpad and
transition bridge for programs
moving to NCAA/NAIA (e.g., California

\ Baptist, Bellarmine, Lindenwood).

Hosts the largest single-recognized
collegiate wrestling national
tournament in the U.S. (Eligibility
requires only a minimum of 9 credit
hours and a 2.0 GPA after the first
year).




The Recruit’s Decision Tree

Are you a top-30 national recruit

Is your primary goal a specific
athletic scholarship package?

Do you want guaranteed mat time,
academic flexibility, and leadership

development at the school of your choice |

without the fear of being cut?

\ seeking the highest tier of exposure? /

Chase the NCAA D1
30-Scholarship dream.

The NCWA isn't a fallback; it’s a strategic destination for the 99.9% of wrestlers
who want the sport to enhance their college experience, not dictate it.




