Navigating col g{::res ling-divisions;the new scholarship math,
and finding the ulti atwmetic and academic ROI.
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THE TALENT POOL HAS NEVER BEEN DEEPER, MAKING
ROSTER SPOTS MATHEMATICALLY SCARGE.
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Boys participated in high
school wrestling in 2024-25 j

(an all-fime record, increasing by over 8,300) | 4”




THE TRADITIONAL RECRUITING MINDSET CREATES
A PARALYZING FALSE DILEMMA FOR ELITE WRESTLERS.

THE D3 BURDEN

THE AGADEMIC ROUTE.

Excellent education and school-first
experience, but zero athletic
scholarships, shifting massive tuition
costs to need-based aid or debt.

THE D1TRAP

D10R BUST.

Chasing the highest media
prestige, but risking riding the
bench in a hyper-congested
wrestling room.
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| Forstate-level and strong regional wrestlers, neither extreme offers the optimal return on investment.




THE NEW DIVISION 1REALITY: INGREASED SCHOLARSHIPS
GREATE AN IMPENETRABLE WALL FOR FRESHMEN.

D1 recently updated its historical 9.9 scholarship limit to a massive framework of up to 30 scholarships per team.

|_ Transfers & International Multi-Time
Portal Recruits Stars State Champs
International
Stars Olympic
Redshirts
.‘ International
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' Redshirts Stars Redshirts

Insight: 30 fully funded athletes in a single D1 room means coaches prioritize instant scorers.
Developing high school talent is immediately buried on the depth chart.




EARNING A STARTING SPOT DIGTATES YOUR
GOLLEGIATE DEVELOPMENT AND VISIBILITY.

PATH TO THE LINEUP
YEAR | YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4
DI PATH
(THE WAITING GAME) Redshirt / Benched behind a Spot Starter / Finally cracks
Practice Dummy Transfer Portal recruit Grinding for reps the lineup

D2 PATH

(THE DEVELOPMENT TRACK)

Earns a spot /
Competes live

NCAA Qualifier

All-American Contender

National Title Threat



NAIA
(THE SMALLER
CAMPUS)

~47—-78 programs.
Offers 8.0 scholar-
ships. Great for
smaller, close-knit,
private/faith-based
campus
environments, but
generally lacks the
massive institu-
tional footprint
and traditional
prestige of NCAA
championships.

EVALUATING THE ALTERNATIVE PATHS REVEALS
STRUCTURAL FINANCIAL AND COMPETITIVE LIMITATIONS
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NCAA D3

(THE ACADEMIC
FOCUS)

~109-143 pro-
grams. The

largest pool of
schools, but legally
forbidden from
offering athletic
scholarships. Highly
academic, but
financially tough
without merit aid.

NCWA

(THE CLUB

ROUTE)

~150-162 programs.
Operates largely as
student-run clubs
without institutional
varsity athletic
scholarships.
Excellent for keeping
wrestling alive, but
varies wildly in
quality, coaching
resources, and
travel funding.
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NCAA DIVISION II REPRESENTS THE STRATEGIC SWEET SPOT
FOR DEVELOPMENT, SUPPORT, AND COLLEGE LIFE.

The Athletic Grind
(2-3 daily workouts,
year-round
corporate-style
ecosystem).
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LIFE IN THE BALANCE.

Elite varsity wrestling, partial athletic
scholarships, and enough bandwidth to
pursue rigorous majors, internships,
and a traditional social life.

The Academic /

Financial Burden
(Zero athletic aid,
pure academic focus).
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The D2 FINANCIAL MODEL SPREADS ATHLETIC AID ACROSS
A LEANER ROSTER, CREATING REALISTIC OPPORTUNITIES.

The Math:

D2 programs operate
on a 9.0 equivalency
scholarship limit.

The Application:
Unlike massive D1
rosters, D2 programs
typically feature leaner
rosters of 20-33 athletes.

0990,

9.0

Scholarships

The Result;
Coaches

divide these 9.0
scholarships to create
meaningful partial aid
packages for solid
state-level or strong

regional wrestlers. It
secures genuine
athletic investment
without the cutthroat
roster congestion of
D1.
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Athletic
Scholarships

Roster Opportunity
& Mat Time

Competition Level

Academic &
Life Balance




The D2 Value Proposition: The only division operating at
the exact intersection of all three collegiate ideals.

Meaningful
Athletic Funding

(Scholarships to
offset tuition)

Varsity NCAA
Prestige

(National tournament
structure, compliance,
elite branding)

The
Division Il oo |
Advantage |

Realistic Mat Time

& Life Balance

(Clear path to the starting lineup,
bandwidth for academics)
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Redefining the goal of the recruiting process.

For a lot of athlétes the righ}t guestion

~is not ‘What division is highest?” but
“Where will | actually wrestle, grow, and
graduate in the best sﬂuatlon‘?”

Choose the mat that maximizes your collegiate return on investment. Choose Division .
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