Probabilities, Ratios, and Realities

A statistical breakdown of high school to
college athletic advancement.




The denominator dictates the reality of the probability.

The General Population The High School Athlete

How rare is an active college To understand the collegiate What are the actual chances of
athlete when compared to the pipeline, we must filter the advancement for students actively
entire United States public? data through both lenses. participating in high school sports?
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NCAA athletes represent a microscopic fraction
of the American public.

Active student-athletes
partlmpatmg in NCAA

=" ~560,000
. ® &)
341.8 Million
E?:.?Jéf;‘n

Result: 0.16% of the U.S. population. estimate.
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The 1in 610 Rule.

If you gather 610 random

Americans in a room, 0000000000000 00 0000000000000 00

statistically, only one 0000000000000 00000000000Q00000

is an active NCAA
student-athlete. 0000090000000
000 0OSOPODO




Narrowing the pool to existing high school
athletes changes the math.

When we filter exclusively
for students currently playing

high school sports, the ~8,000,000
probability of collegiate High School Athletes
advancement shifts S (NFHS Data)
significantly—but remains |

flercely competitive.

~560,000
NCAA Athletes

Transition Rate: ~7.0%

s
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The 1in 14 Reality.

Approximately 1 out of every 14 high school athletes
will secure a roster spot on an NCAA team.

probabilities vary wildly from this baseline.
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The NCAA-Only blindspot obscures
the true capacity of college sports.

The widely cited 7% transition
rate is deliberately

NCAA-only. NCAA
When including NAIA and %
Junior Colleges, the total (~560,008 athletes)
number of active college
athletes climbs to roughly
650,000-700,000 nationwide.
< NAIA, NJCAA, NCWA &

Other Collegiate Associations
(~90,000 - 140,000+ athletes)

Insight Callout

Broadening the scope pushes the overall general
population share to ~0.20% (1 in 500) and slightly
widens the high school transition pipeline.
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Wrestling reveals how sport-specific
variables subvert the national average.

Extreme Bottlenecks Emerging Frontiers

High school boys face an entrenched, High school girls navigate a rapidly
highly competitive system with severe expanding pipeline crossing multiple
roster limits. collegiate governing bodies.
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Boys' Wrestling features one of the most
restrictive pipelines in the NCAA.

9,056

NCAA Participants

The overall transition rate is less than half the 3.0% Transition Rate
national average for all high school sports. (1 in 33 athletes)




The fractional reality of the NCAA Division split.

3.0% (NCAA Total)

Division |. The most elusive tier,

| 0.9% capturing less than a third of the

successful transitions.

' 0.8% Division |l. The most restrictive

bottleneck in the sport.

| 1.3%

Division Ill. The largest destination
for collegiate boys’ wrestling.
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Girls' Wrestling represents a pipeline actively
under construction.

NCAA women’s wrestling is just moving out of ‘Emerging Sports’ status
(first championship scheduled for 2026). Roster capacity is currently
lagging behind explosive high school participation.

> 74,064
- - (2024-25)
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NCAA-Only Transition Rate:
2.3% (1in 43)
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Multi-association data reveals the true scope
of female advancement.

Because the NCAA is still
puilding capacity, a
massive share of female

collegiate wrestlers
compete elsewhere.
The NAIA alone saw over

200 competitorsinits
2025 national
championship across
50+ schools.

When all governing bodies are counted
for girls scales to

NAIA /NJCAA |/ Others

NCAA (~1.6 - 2.3%)

BN

}4- %

(2,500-3,500 total collegiate athletes), the
—surpassing the boys' rate.
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The State of the Sport: Pipeline Diagnostics.

Boys’ Wrestling Girls' Wrestling
System Status Mature & Rigid Emerging & Expanding
High School Pool /300,214 partlelp'ants' 74,064 partlmpants
DatsCantrafization . Centrallzed | ' ﬁ | Fragmented
(NCAA demlnant) | (NCAA NAIA NJCAA) |
True Transition Rate 0% (NCAA only)l - 5% (AII DIVISIGHS) .

Paradoxically, high school girls currently face a higher overall probability of collegiate

advancement due to rapid collegiate expansion relative to their smaller baseline pool.
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Opportunity is not a static national average.

The collegiate pipeline is not a monolith. While the macro math (1 in 610 Americans) proves extreme overall rarity,
micro opportunities shift dramatically based on sport maturity, gender dynamics, and a willingness to look beyond

the NCAA.

High School
Participation Pool
(The Denominator)

Actual Probability

NCAA Alternative
Roster Caps Governing Bodies
(The Bottleneck) (The Hidden Capacity)
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The definitive realities of the athletic pipeline.

0.16%

The Macro Reality.

Active NCAA athletes
account for just 1in 610
Americans. It is an
exceedingly rare
demographic.

~7.0%

The Baseline.

Roughly 1in 14 high school
athletes will transition to
an NCAA roster.

Nuance
Rules

The Exception.

Sport-specific rates dictate
reality. Rigid pipelines (Boys'
Wrestling at 3.0%)
compress opportunity, while
emerging multi-association
pipelines (Girls’ Wrestling at
4-5%) actively expand it.




