The NAIA Wrestling
Advantage

Maximizing Eligibility,
Affordability, and Mat Time

A strategic playbook for elite high school
standouts to maximize collegiate eligibility,
affordability, and mat time.

Eligibility Control

Master the 10-Semester Clock and the 20% Participation
Safequard to dictate your own developmental timeline.

Roster Economics

Leverage "Moneyball” scholarship stacking to bypass the
sticker-price paradox and secure your financial future.

Frictionless NIL

Profit with zero administrative drag in the collegiate
association that pioneered athlete monetization.




The 10-Semester Eligibility Clock

10 Full-Time Semesters to Complete 4 Seasons

) Gap Year / External RTC I /)
Development = Clock Paused

The Framework The Strategic Lever

Unlike rigid calendar-based systems, Because the clock only ticks when you
the NAIA utilizes an independent, are actively enrolled, athletes can
participation-based eligibility model. leverage strategic gap years for

You are granted 10 full-time physical maturation and technical
semesters of active attendance to mastery at training academies without
complete your career. depreciating their collegiate eligibility.
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The 20% Participation Safequard

Safe Zone: Up to 5 Dates
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- The Strategic Hedge

Mathematical Protection: A
wrestler is only charged a season of
competition if they compete in
more than 20% of the sport’s
maximum allowable dates.
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Allows incoming freshmen to test the collegiate waters,
facing high-level competition for up to 5 dates without
sacrificing a full year of eligibility.
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Acts as a built-in structural safeguard, salvaging an athlete’s

eligibility in the event of an early-season injury without
requiring a complex medical hardship waiver process.
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Roster Distribution

=
‘Moneyball’ Scholarship
Stacking

Net Cost Bypass

Need-Based Grants N

—— Institutional Merit Aid
(e.g., $8,000 baseline for 3.5+ GPA)

0000009,

—— Athletic Equivalency Aid

(Flexible pool of up to 8 scholarships) — Equivalency aid is dynamically

divided across the room so more
athletes receive financial backing.

i)
The Market Reality

With over 300,000 high school boys wrestling nationwide, NAIA men's programs operate as a high-value financial

sanctuary. By combining partial athletic aid with guaranteed academic merit packages, families routinely beat the
out-of-pocket costs of traditional four-year public institutions.




Pioneering Collegiate NIL
Community NIL o
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Sign Local Community Explicitly Wear Profit & Grow
Deals & Appearances Official University Gear Personal Brand

The Upside

NAIA athletes operate in a streamlined monetization
framework completely free of institutional red tape. You can
legally leverage your Name, Image, and Likeness, secure
local endorsements, and co-brand with your university’s
official gear from day one—protecting your eligibility while
building a profitable brand.




