STRUCTURAL VULNERABILITIES IN
AMERICAN GRECO-ROMAN WRESTLING
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CURRENT PIPELINE MECHANICS
(2027 IMPENDING COLLAPSE)
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.|| impending 2027 infrastructure collapse.
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E GRECO-ROMAN
(COLLEGIATE HOST SYSTEM) (STANDALONE SYSTEM)
FEEDER ~400-500 combined NCAA, NAIA, . :
INSTITUTIONS | NJCAA, and NCWA programs. s collegiate varsity host programs.
SCHOLARSHIP T o i varsity scholarships
MARKET | Utilizes NCAA/NAIA full and partial rides. E to the style.
TALENT Established collegiate recruiting network Relies on self-selection at
FUNNEL evaluating high school folkstyle. . Gadet/Junior/U23 national events.
FULL-TIME Dozens of Division | wrestling rooms . Relies almost entirely on Army
TRAINING and multiple RTCs. . WCAP and a single resident site.
OLYMPIC : E - -
PRODUCTION I 99 Olympic golds. 3 all-time Olympic golds.
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collegiate recruiting engine, athletes mus

survive a highly gated developmental funnel.
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\ Layer 1: Folkstyle & Youth Clubs

Most athietes begin in folkstyle. Greco is
introduced seasonally via USA Wrestling "Grow
. Greco” initiatives and local clubs.

g

: L ~ Layer 2: Age-Group Nationals
/ Athletes must self-select to compete at U15, U17,
U20, and U23 events. There is no coliegiate

scholarship incentive to remain in the style.
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Layer 3: Elite Residency & RTCs

Access to full-time training at Regional Training Centers
(RTCs) is stristiy gated—athletes must aiready possess
elite credentials {e.q., top-8 at Nationalg) to enter. Acts as
a refinement layer, not a discovery layer.

The Qutput: The Olympic Trials

Only a fraction of athletes survive the financial and structural
hurdles to compete for the single Olympic spot per weight class. |

— | Ay

00

120" 120°

o
T
Dt
-

10
M Gemi

A
mi Motebook



90" 120"

180" 27

Al

180°

| | -
Senior-level

urvival

distinct institutional archetypes.

Army WCAP

==
(The State-Supported Professional Model)

» LOCATION:

» Fort Carson, CO (est. 1997).

MECHANISM:

» Soldier-athletes receive enlisted pay,
housing, and healthcare in exchange for
military service and full-time training.

T
IMPACT:
* The dominant Greco house in the U.S.

» (produced 5 of the 10 athletes on the 2023
Senior World Team).
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relies entirely on two
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NMU NTS
(The Collegiate Resident Model)
—1> LOCATION:
»v || = Marquette, MI (Olympic lineage dating to 1985).
MECHANISM:
» The only site in the U.S. pairing elite Greco-
Roman residency training with a university
M degree path.
IMPACT:
» Served as the crucial developmental bridge
for 18-22-year-olds transitioning out of high
school who do not immediately join the military.
A
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The 1984 Soviet boycott heavily masks the true historical

baseline of U.S. Olympic success.
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X The Mathematical Reality
: This single boycotted Games accounts for -29%
|7 _| | — =] | of every Olympic Greco-Roman medal the U.S.
| has won in i1ts history, and 2 of its 3 all-time
| golds.
The Soviet Union and Eastern Bloc superpowers | XL ]
boycotted the Los Angeles Games. In this depleted | — .
L - " | .
field, the U.S. won 4 medals (including 2 golds by . [ The True Baseline

S Steve Fraser and Jeff Blatnick). | 7 > |8
[ r | J | e, ¢ Outside of 1984, the U.S. has won just 10 medals 1

: ] across 10 non-boycotted Games since 1972 (with

I~ ] . Rulon Gardner's 2000 upset marking the only gold
“‘*\»\ against a fully fielded Russian program).
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effectively collapsed after

2008, leaving a massive medal drought.
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L AL The Golden Era (1996-2007) = e =t -
L. oy AL A dense cluster of 22 of the 33 all-time 2
oS World medals, culminating in the : ;
S B 4 only U.S. Greco Team Titie in 2007. ]
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- The Drought (2008-Present) : N
= ' Only 6 total World medals have been e
By e —| | earned in this 16+ year span (most -
B bsts recently G'Angelo Hancock's bronze ]
= L in 2021 in 2021). 2022 and 2024 ]
- (Olympics) yielded zero medals. S
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The scheduled 2027 closure of the NMU Training Site
creates an 1mmediate structural collapse.

1985

— 18kt

D Renamed USOEC:

-2020

-June 26, 2026

Transitions to the |\, = NMU announces
NMU National Training
Site (NTS) affiliated

discontinuation of the

L.n.-__n_.u.n

Greco program due to  |<

= inek30M:

2027

NMU becomes the

-

- —:-D nation’s 3rd Olym

Training Center.

1985

Effective June 30, 2027, the 40-year
Olympic lineage at Marquette ends. The
U.S. loses its only campus-based, degree-
granting national Greco training site,
leaving WCAP to shoulder the senior-level
burden almost entirely alone.

pairs elite training with | with USA Wrestling “higher education o
- a degree path. : resource constraints”. : <
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~ Surviving the collapse requires engineering |
a new collegiate-resident pillar. 5
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| Rebuilding the Blueprint : 4 WCAP Professional )
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The Surviving Ecosystem: < fad I/: Jr { 7
it il The U.S. retains miiitary dominance | e | N The system now lacks a i
B 24 (WCAP) and gated refinement centers —> R . 777 subsidized developmental hub for  —
! 2| (RTCs), but lacks the connective tissue. | -4 ' 18-22-year-olds who require =
il L | /8 : full-time Greco training while i
o : pursuing a civilian college degree.
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8 L Strategic investment cannot simply fund individual athletes; it must build a r . ‘?
: | | he L 1osH 1U. Without a 1
4 structural replacement, the post-2008 medal drought will become permanent. |
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