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Diagnosing the Structural Gaps 7
in the USA Wrestling RTC Pipeline
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Sanctioned USA Wrestling

The Aperture: ~60 Officially
Regional Training Centers
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Yet, it operates as an extreme bottleneck. Over 93% of collegiate ecosystems

The RTC system was engineered as a 501(c)(3) pipeline to unify American
lack a direct, localized bridge to senior-level international development.

folkstyle wrestling with Olympic freestyle and Greco-Roman development.

The Foundation:
896 Collegiate
Wrestling Programs
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The Penthouse:

The Empty Rooms:

.— | <. The Division | Monopoly The Underserved Majority
oo
§ e ¢ L o
Sl Massive donor bases Structural void across D2, D3, and
: esial 7 & 501(c)(3) backing NAIA landscapes. Athletic budgets are
=S < o incapable of absorbing an independent
: | high-performance Olympic arm.
5 || Dedicated resident ||
== i athlete stipends
§ Y it i L L
e i Full-time elite coaching
=R ¥ staffs exempt from NCAA
- Fdfim ] limits L f_,,f‘
| e
Penn State Nittany Lion o -
Wrestling Club | Oklahoma ! / |
State Cowboy RTC | N
Nebraska NWTC |
i i ﬁ,é The RTC ecosystem relies almost exclusively on Power Conference
= AT >, budgets and local wealth, creating an arms race that isolates the vast
== e majority of the collegiate landscape from the Olympic pipeline.
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Proof of Scale:

The Lower-Division Reality
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'Little Giants RTC
Wabash College
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Operating successfully within a Division llI

framework (North Coast Athletic Conference)
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‘Wolves Wrestling Club

Northern State University
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Sustaining an elite training envircnment at the

Division Il level in Aberdeen, SD. |
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The elite training model is replicable below the
D1 flagship tier. These localized hubs prove that

D2, D3, and NAIA programs can host RTCs when

systemic focus shifts from mere institutional
wealth to true regional development.

The barrier is priority, not structural impossibility.
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The Greco-Roman Crisis |
_—90-95%
Freestyle bias in current
RTC operations, funding,
. and roster space.
Present:

Head Coach Andy Bisek &
Payton Jacobson win 2025
USA Wrestling Honors. '
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> <4 June 30, 2027
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Scheduled discontinuation of

> | Al — the Northern Michigan University
2001 r\,ﬁ o (NMU) Olympic Training Site due
L to higher-education resource
& constraints.
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The Collapsing Pillar. NMU represents the only dedicated collegiate
Greco-Roman pipeline in the United States. With RTCs overwhelmingly
prioritizing the folkstyle-to-freestyle transition, the closure of NMU threatens
a localized extinction event for American Greco-Roman development.
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The Women’s Wrestling Structural Gap exTA
e I
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'| Explosive, unprecedented growth of Legacy RTCs remain historically tethered } _
L_cmllegiatfa women's wrestling. J 1 to men's folkstyle/freestyle pipelines. T |
l e L.
The Unbuilt Wing. As women’s wrestling surges nationwide, establishing dedicated, heavily funded
Women's Freestyle RTCs is not merely an expansion—it is a missing foundational pillar required for e
international dominance.
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.|| Comparison Matrix: The Ecosystem Diagnostic
;|| Resource allocation reveals a fractured system.

Lower Divisions Women’s
D1 Powerhouses (D2/D3) Greco-Roman Freestyle
Capital & Multi-million Grassroots/local NMU pipeline Surging participation,
Resources 501(c)(3) backing funding closing 2027 lagging capital
Resident High capacity Minimal/No Negligible (5-10% Severely limited
Capacity (stipends/housing) stipends of RTC space) resident hubs
Pathway - f?seucsl’i;?ﬁin Replicable but Critical extinction Systemically
Viability .S J highly vulnerable. threat. unbuilt.

The ‘RTC’ label creates a facade of uniformity, serving only a fraction of the empropment
of the American wrestling demographic.
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Synthesis & The Blueprint for Expansion £
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Scale the Lower-
Division Model

Actively charter and fund
RTC outposts at D2, D3,
and NAIA institutions to
decentralize elite
coaching.
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Construct the
Women’s Pillar

Direct specific, earmarked
501(c)(3) capital toward
year-round, resident-
capacity Women's

Freestyle RTCs. J :
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To secure international dominance, USA Wrestling must transform the RTC system from an

exclusive Division | penthouse into a truly national, multi-style, multi-division network.
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